
What is a drip edge extension 

and why is it so important? 

The drip edge extension is one of the best ways to keep water from 

getting into your home without making a lot of noise. People often 

forget about the drip edge until there is a problem, but they pay a lot 

of attention to shingles, gutters, and flashing. This little piece of 

metal is very important because it keeps rainwater from getting on 

your fascia and into the gutter system, which protects your roof. 

Without it, water can get behind the gutters, rot wood, and even hurt 

your foundation. 

We’ll explain what a drip edge extension is, why it’s important, and 

how it can help your home in the long run in this article. 

What is an extension for a drip edge? 

A drip edge extension is a strip of metal that goes along the 

roofline and is meant to stick out a little past the shingles and roof 

decking. The main job of this is to direct water into the gutters 

instead of letting it run down the fascia board or behind the gutter 

system. 

Think of it as a shield that makes sure water always goes where it 

should. Most roofing jobs include standard drip edges, but 
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extensions are used when the existing drip edge isn’t long enough to 

reach the gutter or when roof repairs need more coverage. 

Every Roof Needs a Drip Edge Extension for These Reasons 

1. Keeps Water from Damaging 

The worst thing for roofs is water. Rainwater can get behind gutters 

and soak into the fascia and soffits if the drip edge extension isn’t 

right. This causes rot, mold, and expensive repairs over time. The 

drip edge makes sure that water falls directly into the gutter channel 

by going past the shingles. 

2. Safeguards Fascia and Soffits 

The fascia board and soffit are two parts of your roofline that are 

easy to damage. A drip edge extension keeps them from getting wet 

all the time, which makes them last longer and requires less upkeep. 

3. Keeps Gutters in Good Working Order 

If water goes around the gutter system, it won’t work right, even if 

it’s the best one. A correctly sized drip edge extension makes sure 

that runoff goes exactly where it should into the gutter trough, 

stopping overflow and erosion around your foundation. 

4. Keeps Ice Dams and Pests Away 



Water that gets into the edges of a roof makes dark, wet spots that 

draw in bugs and small animals. In colder climates, ice dams can 

also form when water doesn’t flow properly. A drip edge extension 

controls drainage, which lowers both risks. 

Standard Drip Edge vs. Drip Edge Extension 

You might be wondering, “Isn’t there already a drip edge on my 

roof?” Yes, but in a lot of cases, the standard size isn’t big enough. 

Different roof designs exist, and sometimes shingles go too far or 

gutters are lower than they should be. That’s where a drip edge 

extension comes in. 

• Standard drip edge: This type of edge has a small overhang and 

may leave gaps between the roofline and the gutter. 

• Drip edge extension: This makes the drip edge longer and wider so 

that water always flows directly into the gutter system. 

In short, extensions are the best way to make sure that your water 

protection system has no weak spots. 

What Materials Are Used for Drip Edge Extensions 

Extensions are usually made from the same things as regular drip 

edges: 

• Aluminum: It’s cheap, light, and doesn’t rust. 



• Galvanized Steel: It’s stronger and lasts longer, but it’s also heavier 

and a little more expensive. 

• Copper: Very strong and beautiful, often used in high-end or 

historic homes. 

The best material for your roof depends on how much money you 

have, what kind of roof you have, and what the weather is like where 

you live. Most people choose aluminum for standard home 

installations. 

When should you put on a drip edge extension? 

You might need a drip edge extension if any of the following are 

true: 

• Gutters that are too far from the roofline, which leaves gaps where 

water can get through. 

• Replacing or fixing the roof — when you put new shingles on, the 

old drip edge might not give you enough overhang anymore. 

• Water stains or persistent fascia rot are signs that water is running 

behind the gutter. 

• Homes that don’t have original drip edges: Many older homes 

don’t have proper drip edge installation, so extensions are needed to 

protect them in the long term. 



Installing by a pro vs. doing it yourself 

Some homeowners try to install drip edge extensions themselves, 

but it’s best to hire a roofing professional to do it. Not fastening 

things correctly, not overlapping them correctly, or putting them in 

the wrong place can actually make water problems worse. A 

professional makes sure that: 

• The extension fits well with the drip edges that are already there. 

• The fasteners are safe but don’t hurt the shingles. 

• The extension works with underlayment to keep water out as much 

as possible. 

If you want to upgrade, talk to a local roofing or gutter expert to see 

what your home needs. 

A drip edge extension has benefits that last a long time. 

There are many ways that a drip edge extension can help you: 

• Longer roof life keeps structural wood from rotting and decaying. 

• Lower maintenance costs fewer repairs to the fascia and soffit. 

• Better curb appeal: A neat, finished roofline makes the house look 

cleaner and more professional. 



• Better gutter performance makes sure that gutters catch and 

redirect rainwater properly. 

It’s one of the best ways to improve your home without spending a 

lot of money because it doesn’t cost much to install. 

Last Thoughts 

It may seem like a small thing, but a drip edge extension is very 

important for keeping your home safe from water damage. It 

protects your fascia, soffits, siding, and even your foundation by 

making sure that water drains properly into your gutter system. 

Don’t forget about this important part, whether you’re building a 

new house, replacing a roof, or fixing water damage. 

It might be time to talk to a roofing expert about adding drip edge 

extensions if you’ve seen water stains, fascia rot, or gutters that don’t 

seem to work. This 
 


